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COASTAL EROSION — GERALDTON 

Grievance 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [9.16 am]: I rise to grieve to the Minister for Transport on the issue of coastal 
erosion in Geraldton, and I thank the minister for taking my grievance. Two spots of immediate concern are 
Drummond Cove and Sunset Beach. The other sites are Point Moore and St Georges Beach. 

The SPEAKER: Member, can you speak a bit louder, please. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Yes, sorry. 

The sites at Beresford, where the minister opened the works carried out some time ago, seemed to perform very 
well in last Sunday’s storm. According to studies carried out by the city, the historical rate of erosion along the shore 
at Drummond Cove and Sunset Beach is higher than the rate at other beaches in Geraldton, and these coastal areas 
are particularly susceptible to storm surge. The storm that hit Geraldton last Sunday highlighted that measures to 
mitigate erosion caused by such events need to be implemented as soon as possible to prevent homes and government 
assets from being destroyed. Generally, along the Geraldton coastline, there is a northerly drift of sand. Several 
coastal protection works have been carried out by the city at the sites of concern over the last few years, involving 
the construction of low-crest geotextile sand container groynes designed to build up sand on the southern side, 
while maintaining the general shoreline on the northern side. These measures were recommended during the 
process of coastal hazard risk management and adaption planning. Although the council has acknowledged that 
these protection works have been successful and that the groynes are working as planned, a longer term solution 
is required to ensure that residential homes, community buildings and infrastructure assets in these areas are 
protected permanently into the future. 

The former Liberal–National government undertook coastal works associated with the Beresford foreshore 
enhancement project to guarantee a long-term solution to coastal erosion from Midalia Beach to St Georges Beach. 
The former government committed $17.28 million from the royalties for regions program as part of the midwest 
investment plan to ensure that vital infrastructure was protected and to secure the future of the Beresford shoreline. 
The city also contributed $1.85 million towards the project and has continued to fund projects at St Georges Beach 
and Point Moore, as well as the others mentioned earlier. A contribution was also made by the Mid West Ports 
Authority, which recognised the impact that deepening the port channel had had on the coastline. 

Arguments for coastal protection works at Drummond Cove are similar to those that led to the Beresford 
foreshore redevelopment, as many local and state government assets are at risk. At Drummond Cove, these include 
a high-voltage electrical cable, a telecommunications cable, sewerage infrastructure, trees, a stormwater retention 
basin and open space. Whitehall Road, which runs along the shoreline, is mostly lost. A lot of housing is also 
becoming vulnerable due to the flat nature of the land leading away from the shore. Sunset Beach also has assets 
that are at significant risk, including car parks, a caravan park and dunes. Again, private housing will probably be 
at risk over time. A road that formerly ran along the shore at Sunset Beach has disappeared entirely. Point Moore 
has lost a car park, and the road is vulnerable. 

The City of Greater Geraldton has expended a lot of its annual new capital works program funds on coastal erosion 
over the last three years and will continue funding these works for at least the next five years. However, this 
funding on its own will not be enough to complete the works outlined in the coastal hazard risk management and 
adaption planning report, and state government support—along with, hopefully, some federal government support—
is needed to implement the necessary measures. An example is the construction of coastal protection works at 
Drummond Cove, which could also include a boat ramp. A report by M.P. Rogers and Associates suggests the 
estimated cost of a boat launching facility is in the order of $4.2 million. The recreational boating facilities scheme 
grant is not large enough to enable this project to proceed, so it is vital that the state government step in to provide 
additional financial support. 

Having both been issues of serious concern in Geraldton for some time, it did not come as much of a surprise that 
Drummond Cove and Sunset Beach were identified as hotspots for coastal erosion in the “Assessment of Coastal 
Erosion Hotspots in Western Australia” report released by the Department of Transport last year. I am hopeful that 
this report has reminded the government of the urgency in making coastal erosion funding a high priority throughout 
the state, and through this grievance I seek an update on the funding available for the two priority sites in my 
electorate—Drummond Cove and Sunset Beach—along with the longer term requirements for Point Moore and 
St Georges Beach. I also ask whether artificial reefs can play a part in addressing coastal protection in Geraldton. 
The success of the work along the Beresford foreshore shows that engineering solutions are able to protect our 
coastline, which, in the case of Geraldton, includes many millions of dollars of government infrastructure and 
private housing. Addressing coastal erosion deserves to be a high priority of the government. 
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In conclusion, the storm last Sunday, the conditions of which were probably similar to a category 1 cyclone, including 
100-kilometre-an-hour winds, big swells, wind from the north and a high tide, showed that the works at Beresford 
foreshore were very successful. The areas where our council successfully used geotextile bags—Sunset Beach, 
Drummond Cove and St Georges Beach—will soon need permanent solutions. The full cost, however, is beyond 
the council. Thank you. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [9.22 am]: I thank the member for Geraldton for 
notice of this grievance on this very serious issue. The issue of coastal erosion and inundation from storm events 
has been and continues to be a big issue for Western Australia, particularly for regional communities that have a lot 
of state government and local infrastructure fronting the ocean, such as the member for Moore’s area. It is a massive 
issue across the state. 

As the member for Geraldton rightly pointed out, on 24 and 25 May, ex–tropical cyclone—I do not know how to 
pronounce this — 

Mr I.C. Blayney: Mangga. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Okay, Mangga. Ex–tropical cyclone Mangga and a cold front jointly hit Western Australia’s 
south west coast. Preliminary analysis indicated that this unseasonal storm is a one-in-50-year event in terms of 
high waves and water level, and it resulted in widespread coastal erosion and flooding. We have seen significant 
impacts in the city and along the Western Australian coast. We also saw some impacts on one of our principal shared 
paths on Kwinana Freeway as a result of a seawall not being allowed, but that is another issue. There has been 
some significant damage across the metropolitan area and in regional WA. 

As the member quite rightly pointed out, the Department of Transport last year released the “Assessment of Coastal 
Erosion Hotspots in Western Australia” report, which identified 55 coastal erosion hotspots, including many in 
Geraldton. Working with the City of Greater Geraldton, we are trying to manage four of the 55 identified coastal 
erosion hotspots; I will talk about the Beresford foreshore works in a second. The report identified the nature of 
erosion at each site, the assets and infrastructure that are at risk, and where priority funding should go. As the member 
outlined, hotspots are locations where coastal erosion is expected to impact on local government, state government 
and private assets. 

We have put this issue forward to the commonwealth government to try to get it put on the national agenda—I think 
that was also alluded to by the member for Geraldton—through correspondence from the Premier and information 
provided to Infrastructure Australia. We were very happy that Infrastructure Australia recognised this as a priority 
focus for the nation and Western Australia. We have elevated the issue to the Infrastructure Australia level. 

On the funding front, we will continue to lobby the federal government with the aim of forming a partnership to create 
a sustainable funding mechanism to try to address the many coastal erosion hotspots. I acknowledge the funding 
for Beresford foreshore and particularly the contribution of the previous government to that project. It is very 
pleasing to see that, from all reports, it has worked. As the member knows, in the past we have seen infrastructure 
that has not withstood storm events, so it is very pleasing that that has worked. 

With regard to Drummond Cove and Sunset Beach, I pledge to go and look at those sites the next time I am in 
Geraldton and see what we can do to try to secure funding. We have a late budget process, so I cannot give any 
information about any budget allocations, but I am very keen to get a state–commonwealth partnership deal to try to 
start addressing some of the significant infrastructure costs, and they are significant; they are not cheap. In particular, 
the long-term infrastructure costs across WA, and especially in Geraldton, will be significant. 

The state has provided funding through different grants, but the member is quite right: the existing grants schemes 
from the Department of Transport and the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage really will not be enough 
to address the major costs. We are trying to secure funding deals, both internally through my Treasury process and 
through the federal Treasury process, to try to address these major erosion hotspots. 

I thank the member for this grievance and for alerting me to these issues in Geraldton. As I said, I commit to visiting 
those sites and elevating the matter to the federal government and Infrastructure Australia to see how we can secure 
more funds to address these issues, which affect the economic viability and tourism potential of coastal towns. 
They are multifaceted issues, and I am very keen to try to get a bigger funding profile to help us address them around 
WA. Thank you very much. 
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